Lesson®*Y :Sffaz/emem EQENR

Story on acceptance and love in the church (optrional)

[A few years ago 7071}/ Cawpo[a was speahhg at a conference in Hawaii, One vight his interval clock wakes him at 3:00 am. with Wis stomach is
ymwﬁny. He gets up and. goes /wkm;; for a F[ace to get early breakfost He goes into a grungy dive andl. as be sits there in walk eight or vive |
prostitutes. He‘ yuéos Wis coffee, F/amm(my to winke a quick getunny. Then the womwan vext 4o him says to her friend, %"u now what< Toworrow's
57 birthday. (w1 gonwa. be 39" T which ber friend magvfc'[y replies, So what dya want from we A bmfhda; /oaréy.? The first wowan says,
W(/'usz‘ saym‘ i#s my Hirthday. [ dont want an 'yfmm you. [ wiean, why should [ heve a birthda ¢ ve vever had. a Yrthday /92? iy
whole life. Why shouli ( have one now< Well, when 7074)/ hear. that, he said he wiade a decision. Z/e sat and, waited, until the wowen left, and.
then he asked, Harry, he quy at the counter; Do they come in here every vight Because the one nest to wee just saidd that tomorrow is her birthday.
Do you think we coulit waybe throw a litde birthday party for her right here in the diner<" Thats great, e says, yeah, [ ke i So they wuke
their /Q[ams. At 7:30 the next worvivg, 7074)/ is back. Tﬁey decorate the p[ace from ove end. to the other: At 3:30) on e dot, e deor swin
open and. in walks Aymes. They all shout Wafopy Birthday Aymcs./ " Agnes was stuwed, her woudh fell open, her fwees started. to huckle, and. she
alwost fell over: After the cle, 7074)1 asked. %o pray for Ages, for ber life, ber health, and. her salintion. When hes finished, Harry leans over; and.
with a trace of hostddy in s wice, he says, Hey yow never told wee you Was a Pmacher What kind of church do you bdomy to amyWay?“ TOT/ly
answered, him ?ﬂi&f{y ' be/o%z‘o o durch that throws birthday parties for prostitutes at 330 in the worvig. ' Hany inks for a wowent,
wd in a wocking way says, No you dont. There ain't vo church like that. (f there was, (djoin ¢t Yep, (0join o church like that]

What does this story tel vs what the durch shald. be like?

Acts 2 story

ﬂesus ht his dLsujplfs the importance a weeting together as Fellow beliavers. He said, [ will bl my curch and all the powers of hell will
vot be able to defeat it/ After Jesus ascended. to heaven, Wis followers began to meet rzyulafé/ with other believers as a church. may also spread.
the good newss to wany Peap[e. On ove ouasion three teusand. peo/o[e heant. and. accepted. the 905;75[ and. were baptized. These velievers dewted.
themselves o the a/oosfla{ teaching which Jesus had. gven to them and. to the fel/aWshgp, to the breahhy o bread and. to prayer. Eoeryone. was
filled with awe, and. the a]posfles did wany wonders and. wiraculovs signs. All the believers were together and. had. everything in commion. 7‘h/ey
qave samﬁaa[[y even se[[[my some of their possessions and. goods, in order that they coulpl heéo and g to those who were in need. Tﬁcy continued.
to weet together dadly in the tewple courts. They broke bread in their howes and. ate together with glad and. sincere hearts, praising God. and
070)/0/9 e faor of all e peeple. Coery day the Lont lessed the believers by bringing were and. wore Feo/o[e to them who becawe saved. ]



